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the discharge of that person, but why Should the public be called in to act as jurors in 
the case? 

There are frequent though brief allusions to the author's botanical work. Thirty 
species that he discovered were new to science, and he brought home some plants whose 
flowers are strikingly delicate and beautiful. The index to the two volumes covers only 
a little over four pages and is largely botanical. Cyrus C. Adams 

A History of China 

E. H. Parker. China: Her History, Diplomacy, and Commerce, from the Earliest 
Times to the Present Day. 2nd edit, xxx and 419 pp.; maps, ill., glossary, 
index. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York, 1917. $2.50. 9x5% inches. 

This is a new and revised edition of a work that first appeared some sixteen years 
ago. It is a volume written by an expert, a profound scholar, a man of long residence 
in China and of wide experience and keen observation. The book is full of just such 
information concerning China as the busy man and the business 1 man wants. 

The only important matter contained in the first edition which is omitted in this 1 is 
the chapter on the calendar, now no longer needed since the republic has adopted the 
Western solar year. Three new chapters have been added: one on "Law," a second on 
"Language and Literature," and a third on the "Rise of the Republic." The chapters 
of the old edition which have been retained, however, have been largely rewritten; and 
much new matter has been added to them, greatly increasing the value of the book. 

It would be well if all the cynical critics of present-day China could be persuaded 
to read Mr. Parker's preface. It sets forth in crisp sentences and confident tones the 
opinion of one who thoroughly understands the Chinese people and sympathizes with 
them as few Western men can, although he is not blind to their faults'. On the situation 
as it appeared to him in the early months of 1917 he thus comments: 

' ' Suffice it to say that, although in Europe we seem day by day to hear ehiefly of 
revolts and political squabbles in China, as a matter of fact the 'Eighteen Provinces' 
are not in such a very parlous condition after all, the chief reason for this modicum of 
happiness being that China is, as it ever has been, a nation of small owners and hardy 
cultivators, whose ethical teaching has for 2,000 years past inculcated a spirit of defer- 
ence and order, a right to self -protection, and a family or clannish detachment from 
public and political authority." 

He notes the great increase in the customs revenue which the recent revision of the 
tariff will further enhance, and he pays a well-deserved tribute to the work of Sir 
Richard Dane, who has reorganized the salt gabelle. This bids fair to become, probably 
indeed has already become, a more lucrative source of income than the maritime customs. 

The new material in the chapter on ' ' Geography ' ' contains among other things a 
notice of the work of the Mission D 'Ollone of 1906-09 and calls attention to the volume 
by Jacques Bacot in 1912. Mention is made, too, of the work by Rev. Samuel Clarke, 
of 1911. All these deal with interesting problems relating to the non-Chinese tribes of 
southwestern China. 

In his chapter on "Language and Literature" the author unfortunately misses the 
trend of the evidence concerning the relationship between Chinese and Sumerian, which, 
as it appears to the reviewer, supports the belief, not that Chinese has been derived 
from Sumerian, but that both have had a common origin in Central Asia, the gradual 
desiccation of which region has driven the people to emigrate. The explorations con- 
ducted by Pumpelly in 1903 and 1904 have demonstrated the existence of a high degree 
of civilization there at a period placed at 8000 P>. C. E. T. Williams 

The Standard History op Long Island 

B. P. Thompson. History of Long Island from Its Discovery and Settlement to 
the Present Time. 3rd edit, revised and greatly enlarged with additions and a 
biography of the author by Charles J. Werner. Vol. 1, 1 and 538 pp.; map, ills.; 
Vol. 2, 649 pp.; ills.; Vol. 3, 677 pp.; map, ills., index. Robert H. Dodd, New 
York, 1918. $18.00. 9x6 inches. 

This book is assuredly a classic. No one can complete the reading of it for the first 
time without a sense of discovery; for it was not written, like the average history of 
a limited area by a non-professional historian, with much attention to sequences and 
very little to the larger relationships. There is almost as much of geography and 
economics in the volumes as of historical data. Much of it is made up of material of 
first-class importance to the social as well as to the political and economic historian. 



